Nombre ________________________________________________________                    Hora _______
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Yo sé el alfabeto.
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Pronunciation

Pronunciación

A



Ah

E



Ay 
I



ee
O



oh
U



oo!





¡El burro sabe más que tú!

In Spanish, each vowel has one, and only one pronunciation. Not like English long and short vowels. Nice huh!? 

Pronunciation is especially hard for Americans when reading cognates, words that look similar in Spanish and English. We want to carry our vowels into Spanish, but that does NOT work.

ambulance


ambulancia

October


octubre

patio



patio

dialect 


dialecto

electricity 


electricidad

ultimate 


ultimo

actor



actor

blouse 


blusa

universe


universo
Unlike English, there are no vowel dipthongs. Every vowel is equally important and is pronounced strongly.

six



seis

seven



siete

Good



bien

believe


creer

I read
(yesterday)

leí

taurus



tauro

ear



oído
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¡Ji Ja!





Different Consonants


c- cat  for ca, co, cu


     celery for ce, ci, 


h – --Silent— ignore it!


j – like an H


ll – like a Y


ñ – NY


rr – roll it!


      Also roll single r’s that 


       start  words. 


Z – soft c – like celery
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