
 

Words ending in  -co (like loco, poco, chico) will have a spelling 

change when the last vowel is dropped and -ito and -ísimo are 

added. This is because the “C” followed by “O” says “KO”’ but a 

“C” followed by “I” says “SI”. To retain the hard “C” sound, the 

“CI” is exchanged with “QUI” (pronounced “KI”).  

This spelling change keeps the sound of the original word, which 

in language is more important than the spelling.  


