Biography 

Pancho Villa: Outlaw Hero 

In the early years of the 20th century, the legend of Robin Hood was alive and well. Pancho Villa— revolutionary, outlaw and legend—embodied the spirit of Robin Hood and stole from the rich in the name of the poor. But was Pancho Villa a benevolent guardian of the poor, or a ruthless murderer whose brutal deeds negated any good intentions he might have had? The answer lies somewhere in between. Shrouded in myth and folklore, Pancho Villa's life is legendary, making it difficult to know what is true and what is romantic lore. Pancho Villa: Outlaw Hero unravels the mystery of Pancho Villa's legend to discover who he really was, and whether he was one of the greatest heroes or greatest murderers of the 20th century. 

OBJECTIVES 

1. Students will learn about the legendary hero/outlaw Pancho Villa. 

2. They will analyze the differences between legend, myth and historical truth. 

3. They will explore how cultures create and maintain heroes through folklore, and the influence of folklore on historical accounts. 

NATIONAL HISTORY STANDARDS 

Vocabulary 

· adversary 

· charisma 

· atrocities 

· confiscate 

· elusive 

· fugitive 

· hacienda 

· makeshift 

· paradox 

· rout 

· tumultuous 

· tyrant 
· Come prepared to argue that  Pancho Villa was a ruthless murderer or a national hero. 


Discussion Questions 

1. Every culture has its own folklore. What is folklore? How is it culturally defined? How did Mexican folklore affect the true story of Pancho Villa? What is some of the folklore of your culture? 
2. Pancho Villa has been called the "Mexican Robin Hood," comparing him to the legendary hero of Sherwood Forest. Why? Is this an accurate comparison? 
3. People in different social and economic categories in Mexico have different views of Pancho Villa. How does a person's class affect the way they view Pancho Villa? Why would class influence someone's opinion of Villa? 
4. Was Pancho villa a hero or a murderer? Of which other figures in history can you ask the same question? 
5. Pancho Villa was born in Mexico in 1877 and died in 1923. Research and describe the world in which he lived. 
6. Pancho Villa's real name was Doroteo Arango. Why did he change his name? 
7. What was Pancho Villa's first act as a revolutionary? What event precipitated this act? 
8. What is a civil war? How is a civil war different than other wars? Why is a civil war more dangerous to a nation than a war between nations? 
9. Why was Pancho Villa so successful as a revolutionary leader? 
10. Discuss the changes in military technology that occurred during Villa's lifetime. 
11. How did barbed wire help to defeat Villa? 
12. In 1916, Villa and his followers attacked the New Mexico town of Columbus. Why did he attack the United States? 
13. What is the irony of Villa's last years? 
Extended Activities 

1. Come prepared to argue that  Pancho Villa was a ruthless murderer or a national hero. 

· Students will learn about the legendary hero/outlaw Pancho Villa. 
· They will analyze the differences between legend, myth and historical truth. 
· They will explore how cultures create and maintain heroes through folklore, and the influence of folklore on historical accounts. 

