Key Persons
· Benito Juárez

· Zapotec Indians

· General Ignacio Zaragoza

· Napoleon III

· Maximilian of Hapsburg
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Key Places

· Veracruz

· Puebla

· Mexico City

· Querétaro 

1) What does el Cinco de Mayo represent for the Mexican population? 
Why has this become such a significant holiday?
2) Why did Napoleon decide to conquer Mexico? 

3) Just one year prior to the battle, Mexico was struggling with at civil war and a national debt.
Why did Juarez want to delay paying off the debt?

How did the Spanish, French and English react to his decision?


4) Where did the largest battle between Mexican and French take place?
Why did it start there?


Why was this battle so important?



5) Why were the French so shocked, prior to the actual defeat, when they attacked the Mexicans?

With what were the French confronted with upon engaging in this battle?



6) Before the Mexicans fought the French, they felt weary and insecure of their abilities. 
Who gave a speech and stated a very important motto/phrase to motivate the army? What was the phrase?



7) At what point did the French decide to back down and surrender to the Mexicans?



8)  With the help of Americans, the Mexicans were finally able to beat the French Empire. 
Why do you think that the Americans decide to help out the Mexican Army? 



9) What are some reasons that Cinco de Mayo is so widely celebrated in the USA?






